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Dear Parents, 
Our first month in school has been very busy. The children have now settled down into their new classes and are 
working hard towards achieving their year group objectives. In particular, we welcome all of our new children and 
families who have joined us this term. This newsletter outlines some of the events which have already taken place, 
as well as information about future initiatives.  
Thank you for your continued support, 
M. Messham 
Headteacher 

 
Happy Retirement! 

After thirty years of service at St. Ethelbert’s as 
lunchtime supervisor, cleaner and caretaker, Mrs Hart 
will hang up her mop and begin a well-earned retirement 
at the end of this half term. Mrs Hart has been a loyal 
member of our school community and she will be sorely 
missed – although we have already roped her in to 
hearing readers on a voluntary basis! 
On October 18th at 9.30a.m., a special mass will be 
celebrated to commemorate Mrs Hart’s retirement – this 
will also be our annual Harvest Mass. Please join us if 
you can. 
Her replacement is already well-known to our school 
community – Mrs Nuttall will take over the caretaker role 
at half term. Congratulations! 
 

 

GIFT Team 
Interviews have taken place for a new group of pupil 
chaplains. The current Y6 team will continue their 
duties until they leave St. Ethelbert’s in July. In the 
meantime, the new group, taken from Y5, will be 
trained so that they can take over next year. The 
applicants had to write a letter explaining why they 
were interested in becoming a chaplain; then they 
were interviewed in front of a panel, made up of Mrs 
Messham, the current team and two of our governors, 
Mrs Townley and Mr. Roberts. The standard was very 
high, with seven new children joining our team. Huge 
congratulations to Tyla, Oliver, Alfie, Lexi, Fatima, 
Imaan and Koko who were successful in securing the 
role. Our new GIFT team (Growing in Faith Together) 
will carry on the work of developing prayer and 
worship and organising charity fundraising as part of 
the Catholic life of the school, together with our 
existing Y6 members Lilia, Ann, McCorley, Lacie and 
Niamh. The new team will be commissioned at our 
Harvest mass, where they will receive their special 
blue chaplaincy jumpers. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
  

A Big Thank You! 
Thank you to all those who were able to support our 
recent MacMillan Coffee Afternoon.  
 

 

 
 
 

 

Rosary Group 
The GIFT Team will be organising a Rosary Group 
which will take place every Friday morning at 8.40a.m. in 
the hall during the month of October, beginning on the 
4th. The door leading to the blue area will open early for 
those children and parents wishing to participate. 
Children may bring their own rosary beads to be used 
for prayer. 

 

Y6 SATs 
KS2 SATs will take place during the week beginning 
Monday 11th May 2020. A meeting for parents will take 

place after Christmas to explain the arrangements for 
the tests. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September Birthdays 
 

Reception: Charlie; Amelia; Sela 
Y1: Joseph, Umar; Maira; Sumiyo 

Y2: Amelia, Evelyn, Alyssa; Joseph 
Y3: Blayden, Dylan 

Y4: Benjamin, Fronisny 
Y6: Lilia, Ann 

 
 

Happy Birthday to you all! 

 

Curriculum 
 
The school strives to make its curriculum interesting and motivating for our children, 
by providing memorable experiences, particularly through external visits and visitors 
into school.     
In September, the following activities took place: 

 Pupils from Reception to Y6 visited the ‘Life Bus’ as part of their Personal, 
Social and Health Education studies. Thank you to those parents who 
attended the Healthy Eating workshop 

 As part of their work on animals in science, Y2 were visited by Coco the 
dog. This first-hand experience helped to develop their speaking and 
listening skills, as well as providing a stimulus for writing. 

 Y4 visited the Bolton Museum Egyptology exhibit, to bring their studies on 
Ancient Egypt to life. 

 As part of their World War II topic, Y6 visited the Imperial War Museum 
North 

 Y6 completed their two week intensive swimming course at Bolton One 

 Some Y5/6 pupils have represented the school at the Bolton Cross-
Country Championships at Moss Bank Park 

 Computing Club have been visiting Bolton Science & Technology Centre 
to work on enrichment activities 

 Art Club visited the Emmaus Centre to take part in an art project 

               
 
 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 
October:  
Tuesday 1st – Y5/6/ mass 
Tuesday 1st – Y3 assembly 
Thursday 3rd – Family Event – 3-4pm 
Tuesday 8th – Y3/4 mass 
Tuesday 8th – Y6 assembly 
Tuesday 15th – Photographs 
Tuesday 15th – Y2 assembly 
Wednesday 16th – Parents’ Evening 
Thursday 17th – Certificate Assembly 
Friday 18th – Harvest Mass (whole school) 
Wednesday 30th – Halloween Disco 

 
Friday 18th October – School closes for half term 
at 3p.m. for one week, reopening at 8.50a.m. on 
Monday 28th  October. 
 
November: 
Friday 1st – All Saints’ Day mass – (whole school) 
Tuesday 5th – Y4 assembly 
Friday 8th – Reception mass 
Tuesday 12th – Y1/2 mass 

 
December: 
Thursday 12th – EYFS/KS1 Nativity – 1.30pm & 

6pm 
Friday 13th – Whole school mass for the end of 

term 
Monday 16th – KS2 Christmas production - 6pm in 

church 
Tuesday 17th – Christmas Jumper Day 
Wednesday 18th – Certificate assembly 
 
Wednesday 18th December- school closes at 
2p.m. for Christmas holidays and reopens on 
Monday 6th January at 8.50a.m. (2 weeks & 2 
days) 

 

  Nut free zone   
Please ensure that any food sent in packed lunches 
or for birthday treats does not contain nuts, so that 
we can safely manage allergies in school. Also, for 
health and safety reasons, if sending birthday 
sweets, please do not send lollipops. Thank you. 

   

September Attendance Champions 
w.c. 2nd   September – Y3 – 97% full attendance 
w.c. 9th September – Y6 – 99% full attendance 

w.c.. 16th September –Y4–100% full attendance 
w.c. 23rd  September – Y4 – 98% full attendance 

 

 

 

Penalty Notices 
Just to remind parents that if children are taken on 
holiday for up to five days during term-time, then a 
penalty notice will be issued by the Council. This will 
also be the case if there are up to five days of other 
unauthorised absence over the term. It is vital that 
your child attends school every day to ensure they 
do not miss key learning and make good progress. 
If you are intending to go on holiday, then please let 
us know – if your child does not turn up to school, 
then this becomes a safeguarding issue. Even if you 
have rung in, we will make a home visit after three 
days. Therefore, it is better to be up front to start 
with. 

Parking Issues 
You may have noticed that PCSO 
Farrell and PCSO Harrison have been 
patrolling outside of school for the last 
few mornings. This is because we are 
aware of issues regarding parking, 
road rage and just basic unsafe driving 
at the beginning and end of the day. If 
you see anything that we should be 
aware of, please take the registration 
of the culprit, let school know and the 
police will follow this up. Also, for the 
safety of all our children, a reminder 
that under NO circustances are 
parents to drive on or off the school 
car park when children are arriving or 
leaving school. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Culmington Manor 

 
Our Y5/6 residential will take place from 
Friday 26th June – Monday 29th June 
2020; once again, we will be returning to 

Culmington Manor, Shropshire, where 
the children will take part in a whole 
range of outdoor, adventurous activities. 
The trip costs £215. Thank you to all 
those parents who attended our 
information sessions.  
 

 
 

 

 


