
 

 

St. Ethelbert’s RCP 

Coronavirus Update 

 

Dear Parents/ Carers, 

As you’re probably aware, the government’s guidance on the coronavirus has changed from the 
‘contain’ phase to one of delaying the spread of the virus. We’re getting in touch to let you know 
what we’re doing in light of this, and what we expect from all of you, to help make sure our 
school community keeps safe and calm. 

We’d like to reassure you that at St. Ethelbert’s, we’re taking all of the necessary steps to 
protect our community and are continuing to follow official guidance from the government and 
Bolton Local Authority. 

What’s the current situation? 

 The school remains open at this time – this is the current official guidance we’ve been 
given; we’ll keep you up to date with any changes to the current situation. At some point, it 
might be necessary to close parts of the school so that we can cover staff absence. 

 To limit the amount of people entering the school, we will be changing the procedures for 
dropping off children in the mornings. Our open door policy is very important to us, as it 

provides parents with regular opportunities to speak to key staff about any issues they might 
have. However, in these difficult times, the need to lessen risk of infection comes first. 
Therefore, from Tuesday 17th March until further notice, we ask that parents bring their 
children into the KS2 playground before school and remain with them until the bell goes. At 

this point, the children will line up and will be brought into school by their teachers. Please 
note, this will be at 9am and not 8.50am so that all children can enter school together. To 

help this to run smoothly, please ensure that your child arrives on time and is in the 
playground before 9a.m. Unfortunately, this will mean that parents won’t be able to speak to 

teachers before school – if you have any concerns/ issues, then please ring the office to 
make an appointment or try to catch staff after school, when exiting arrangements will be as 
normal. In addition, in the mornings, we ask that children do not play on the playground 
equipment for health and safety reasons, as they will not be supervised by staff. 

 Parents will still be able to go to the office to make payments etc. To ensure that queues are 
kept to a minimum, (and as these can’t be within the school building) this could be done 
before school, at 9am or before 3pm. Alternatively, children could bring in dinner money 
etc., but this would need to be in an envelope with clear details written on the front. 

 Our Parents’ Evening, due to take place on 25th March will take place at a future date; 
maths lessons for parents have been cancelled until further notice. Unfortunately, parents 
will be unable to attend class assemblies. Class masses in church will go ahead as planned, 
until told otherwise by the Diocese. This is because of the ability to space the congregation 
out throughout the church building. 

 Before and after school clubs are running normally at the moment unless there is staff 
absence. 

 Pupils should attend school every day unless they are unwell – if your child has any of the 
following symptoms they should remain at home for 7 days (including Saturday & 
Sunday): 

 a new, continuous cough and/or  

 a temperature over 37.8° 



 If your child is unwell, report this on the first day of absence by ringing the school office on 
01204 333036. Please ring on each day of absence to ensure that safeguarding procedures 
are followed. School staff will still follow our absence procedures – i.e. they will visit after the 
third day of absence to check on the child and family, but will obviously take necessary 
precautions. 

 If someone else in your family has the virus, then your child will need to be isolated as per 
the government guidelines. 

 At the moment, the trip to Disney on Ice on Friday 27th March is going ahead until we are 

told otherwise by the government or Liverpool Arena. We will let you know immediately if the 
trip is postponed / cancelled. In this event, please be patient in waiting for a refund, as the 
school will have to wait for the funds to come into our account from the coach firm / box 
office before refunding parents. 

 The cancellation of other upcoming visits and trips will be considered on a case to case 
basis. We will keep you informed of any changes. 

What we’re doing to protect and support pupils and staff  

 If staff have a concern that a child in school has symptoms, we will ring you to ask for your 
child to be taken home. Please help us by coming to school immediately. 

 The school is cleaned by our team of cleaners each morning and at night.  

 An assembly was held to inform the children about the importance of hygiene and how to 
wash hands effectively. Staff give regular reminders during the day and also try to allay the 
children’s fears and anxieties. Pupils are allowed to bring personal hand sanitizer and 
tissues into school – I would suggest these are labelled with your child’s name. 
Unfortunately, the school is unable to obtain adequate supplies of sanitizer for our school 
community, as already our suppliers do not have the capacity to meet demand. 

What we need you to do 

 If you’ve recently changed your contact details, please inform the school office as soon as 
possible so that we can contact you in an emergency. 

 Talk to your children about the coronavirus. It’s a scary time and we should make sure 
children feel supported. BBC Newsround has regular updates for younger children and 
YoungMinds has practical steps older children can take to help with anxiety. 

 Come and collect your child straight away if we ask you to (we’ll contact you if they become 
ill with either a temperature or a new, continuous cough). 

 In the event of a forced school closure, daily activities will be set on the following platforms: 
Purple Mash; Times Tables Rock Stars; Spelling Shed; Maths Shed; See Saw. A list of 

your child’s passwords will be sent home. Please check that your child has access to these 
from home, and let us know if there are any problems. Paper homework will not be issued 
(other than in exceptional circumstances) due to printing logistics; the possibility of the virus 
living on surfaces and the fact that the teachers will not have the capacity to mark the work 
on its return. Online work will be monitored on a daily basis and there is an expectation that 
this will be completed by every child. 

What happens if the school has to close? 

We’ll only close if we’re either officially advised to do so or we don’t have enough staff to run the 
school. 

In either case, we’ll: 

 Let you know by text; on Facebook and on our website; you will be informed of when the 
school will be reopened in the same way. 

Please keep in mind that we’re only sending out this information to help the school community 
prepare. There are currently no plans to close. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround#more-stories-2
https://youngminds.org.uk/blog/what-to-do-if-you-re-anxious-about-coronavirus/


If you have any questions 

Please consult the: 

 School office or the Headteacher, if you have any questions about our response to this 
issue.  

 NHS, if you want to know more about the symptoms of coronavirus. If you think you or your 
child may have the symptoms, use NHS 111 online if at all possible before calling 111. 

 Department for Education’s coronavirus helpline: 0800 046 8687, if you have any questions 
about the government’s response to coronavirus in relation to schools. 

 Government’s travel advice, if you want to know whether any upcoming trip or holiday you’re 
taking abroad should go ahead. 

It’s a tricky time and we know you’re worried about the impact this might have on our 
community. It’s important we keep each other safe and talk about these events to help with any 
anxiety. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

M. Messham 

Head Teacher 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-advice-novel-coronavirus

