
 

 
 

St. Ethelbert’s RCP 
Homework Policy 

 
Love, Care, Share… 

Love learning as friends; 

Care for our community as neighbours; 

Share our faith in Jesus as disciples. 

As a caring Catholic community, we strive for the highest standards of education of 
the whole child, in partnership with parents and carers. Homework is designed to 
support the child’s interest in learning and to fully develop individual talents. School 
and home are partners in this mission. 
Our children work very hard during the day and undertake a variety of activities to 
develop their knowledge and skills. 
     
The purpose of homework is to: 

 Reinforce skills and concepts practised in class 

 Develop individual exploration 

 Develop an independent approach to work 

 Develop an appreciation that learning extends beyond the classroom 
 
Parents are able to play an important role in reinforcing and consolidating the basic 
skills which underpin all learning by: 

 Reading with their child – ability appropriate reading books are sent home 
regularly. Parents are encouraged to communicate with school through written 
comments in their child’s reading record book. In addition to the above, any 
independent reading or sharing of books is encouraged in order to foster a 
love of reading and literature. Pupils also have access to resources in the 
school library. 

 Supporting their child with learning any spellings which are sent home 

 Supporting their child with appropriate maths activities, including times tables, 
number bonds and telling the time 

 
The amount of homework set will depend upon the child’s age and ability. Children 
are expected to return completed homework to school where it is either marked by 
the class teacher or discussed as a whole class. Homework activities are usually 



closely linked to the work that goes on in the classroom and as such, should be able 
to be completed independently. Should any child find an activity too difficult, parents 
are encouraged to contact the class teacher for advice. 
 
Weekly homework clubs are also run after school. Pupils who may find working at 
home difficult may attend and receive support from staff. 
 
As a school we believe that the activities outlined above, if done on a regular basis 
are more than sufficient to support the learning done in the classroom. We recognise 
that many pupils take part in after-school activities such as sports, dancing etc., and 
that too much homework can put additional pressures on time and family life. 
 
Parents who require additional homework activities for their child can: 

 Refer to the suggestions outlined in the Parents’ Pages published each term 
in Years 1-6 and on a weekly basis in Nursery and Reception 

 Encourage the use of research materials (e.g. books, the Internet) to find 
more information about their class topic 

 Practise handwriting 

 Undertake appropriate activities using the Learning Platform or other suitable 
websites 

 
If parents know that their child is going to miss a significant amount of schooling (e.g. 
through illness), they can approach the teacher for ‘extra’ work. School will not 
initiate this process as some children may not be physically, mentally or emotionally 
capable of completing such activities. In the event of a hospital stay, parents may 
contact the Hospital/Home Teaching Services who will provide a tutor for their child. 
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