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19th March 2020 
Dear Parent/Carers, 
 
School Closure 
 
As you will be aware, the Government has instructed all schools in England to close with effect from the end of 
the school day on Friday 20th March 2020 until further notice.  As advised by the Government, we will do all we 
can to stay open for the children of key workers. These are people who – in these unprecedented times – are 
needed on the frontline. So, of course that means those working in the NHS, in care homes, in the police and fire 
service – and those working in education.   It will also include people who are involved in retail, delivery and those 
suddenly manufacturing equipment such as ventilators. 
 
Thank you to all those who have replied to our text with information about their key role status.  We will provide 
confirmation as to whether your child will be able to access in-school provision from Monday as soon as possible.  
We will also provide details of timings etc.  Pupils with Education Health Care Plans (EHCP’s) will also be eligible 
to access the provision but arrangements will be slightly different for these children.  Please note that parents do 
not have to use this service if they would rather make alternative arrangements.  However, remember that the 
Government has stated that grandparents or people in vulnerable groups should not be used for childcare. 
 
Please note, that if you are currently self-isolating, then our provision cannot be accessed until the 14 day period 
has been completed.  Of course, if any member of the family contracted Coronavirus in the meantime, then self-
isolation would need to be repeated as government guidelines state. 
 
In order to reduce the closure’s effect on all children’s education, staff have worked hard to prepare resources for 
children to work on at home.  Different tasks will appear on-line each day (Monday – Friday) on the platforms which 
were sent home this week.  If your child has been absent this week and hasn’t received their log in details, these 
will be sent home in the post this evening.   We are aware that in households with numerous children, access to 
devices might be more difficult; therefore, the tasks will not take up the entire day.   
 
If you need to contact the school for any reason during this period of closure, you can do so by emailing us at 
kirkhamw@st-ethelberts.bolton.sch.uk and we will get back to you as soon as we can. The usual office number will 
be staffed for the time being. We will continue to keep you informed during the closure and update you with any 
new information about our re-opening date.  
 
The Government has confirmed that all statutory testing will NOT take place this year; this includes Year 2 SATS; 
Year 6 SATS; Year 1 Phonics check and the Year 4 Multiplication Check.  For our Year 6 pupils this means that 
teacher assessments rather than test results will be sent to the children’s high schools.  
 
This is an extremely difficult time for all of us; as the Prime Minister said in his recent speech, having children at 
home for such an extended period will be difficult.  However, we all have to do our bit to get through this crisis.  The 
staff are sad that they may not teach their current class again – this is a reality.  Hopefully, the situation will improve 
more quickly than forecast and we can come back to school before the end of the academic year.  Unfortunately, 
these closures may go on for much longer but we just have to trust that things will be alright in the end.   
 
Thank you again for your continued support, and we will be in touch with more information when we can. 
 
Kind regards 

 
Mrs Messham 
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