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Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
 I hope you are all keeping safe and well. As you will be aware, on Sunday, the Prime Minister 
announced that schools may admit pupils in Nursery, Reception, Y1 and Y6 from 1st June if the R 

rating (reproductive rate of the virus) stays below 1, following the relaxation of some of the lockdown 
measures. I can confirm that if these circumstances are met, then pupils from these year groups will be 
able to access some form of education in school from 8th June - this is because of our two week half 

term. Some parents may wonder why school cannot admit pupils from the 1st, considering most children 
have been at home since 23rd March. The fact is, my staff have been working throughout the lockdown 
(including through the Easter break), either in supporting the children of key workers in school or by 
setting and responding to online learning for children at home. Employment legislation protects their 
right to a break, just like in any other profession. During half term, two teams of staff will continue to 
offer childcare for the children of key workers. 
 
As a school, our main job is to provide your child with a high quality education and keep them safe. The 
safety of your child, our staff and the community is of the highest importance and we will follow 
government guidance in this regard. However, the school experience will be very different for the 
children who return. In line with government advice, we will do everything possible to minimise the risk 
of contact with others and to encourage social distancing. As you can appreciate, this will be extremely 
challenging, particularly with the younger children, but we will try our very best.  
 
Government advice is that classes are split into small groups – these groups have to be taught by the 
same staff, in the same room and at the same desk on every occasion. The groups must not mix. For 
this to happen, it will be impossible for us to have all of those children in school at the same time, 
particularly as some of our classrooms will only be able to accommodate up to six children at one time, 
if social distancing is to be managed correctly. Please be aware that it is likely that your child will not be 
taught by their class teacher. Nor will they be in contact with all of their classmates – only those in their 
small group.  
 
In addition, not all of our staff are able to work in school at the moment – therefore, we do not have 
capacity to supervise all the children in one go. Therefore, children in Nursery, Reception, Y1 and Y6 
will attend on a part time basis at first – either mornings (9.00-11.30) or afternoons (12.30-3.00). 
This will also ensure that the number of parents on site at dropping off and picking up times will be kept 
to a minimum. To help families, siblings in the targeted groups will be allocated the same times. 
Unfortunately, school would be unable to take in children from Y2, Y3, Y4 or Y5, even if their 
brother or sister is attending. Neither will parents be able to specify when they would like their child 

to attend, as numbers would have to be spread out over the day to ensure social distancing and to keep 
everyone safe. Neither can we accommodate requests for two and a half days as groups have to 
remain constant and not mix. It may be that other schools in the area have a very different plan – this is 
because all schools have different building layouts and staff numbers and have to organise according to 
their own circumstances. 
 
At the moment, it is not possible for children to be able to stay for lunch – social distancing would have 
to be observed in the dining room, which is impossible. Pupils who are eligible for Free School Meals or 
Universal Free School Meals and who are attending the educational provision, will be provided with a 
packed lunch to take home. Parents of children in Years 2, 3, 4 and 5 who are eligible for FSM (but not 
the universal offer) are still able to order and collect a packed lunch each day. Between the morning 
and afternoon sessions, surfaces such as tables will be cleaned, ready for the next group.  
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The school’s provision for key worker children will continue between 8am and 5pm-Monday to 
Friday. School will not have the capacity to extend these hours any further. Please note, this provision 
is for those on the government’s key worker list (e.g. care workers; NHS; supermarket workers etc.) 

and cannot be extended for other parents who will be going back to work. As before, we ask that 
parents only use this provision if they are unable to make alternative childcare arrangements – 
for example, if another parent is at home. School will be asking for proof of employment for parents 

who wish to take advantage of this provision. If numbers for key worker provision are high, then this will 
limit the numbers of children we can accommodate in the other year groups. 
Online learning will continue for those children who are not in school, although this will not necessarily 

be planned by your child’s class teacher, as they might be teaching in school. 
 
The government guidance says that any child who is extremely clinically vulnerable or shielding 
should not return to school. If your child is considered clinically vulnerable you should consult your 
doctor. If your child lives with someone who is extremely clinical vulnerable they should only attend if 

strict social distancing can be adhered to and the child is able to understand and follow these 
instructions. Please remember children are carriers of COVID – 19. 
 

IMPORTANT!!!!!!!!!! PLEASE EMAIL SCHOOL ASAP or by 
Monday!!!!!!! 
 
In order to plan staffing, rooms and timetables for the proposed return, we ask the following: 
 
All Parents of Nursery, Reception, Y1 and Y6 pupils: email school on the address below asap to let 
us know whether or not you intend to send your child to school from June 8th. 

 
Key Workers (including those who do / don’t currently send their children to school): please 

email to let us know if you will need your child to access key worker provision 
 
munroa@st-ethelberts.bolton.sch.uk 
 
 

We understand that this is a challenging time and parents are faced with a very difficult decision to 
make. Any parent who decides that they do not want their child to return to school during this period of 
time will not be fined. We also understand that these arrangements might not be convenient to 

everyone. However, the health and safety of our children and staff are our primary concern. 
As a school, we are here to support you and if you require any further guidance then please contact the 
school office by telephone on 01204 333036 or 01204 333037 

 
Keep yourselves safe. 
 
Kind regards, 

 
M. Messham 
Headteacher 
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