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4th May 2020 
 
Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
I hope that you and your families are safe and well during this period of lockdown. It is now six weeks 
since our school closed for the majority of our pupils; for some families, this period will be longer due to 
self-isolation prior to the lockdown. I understand that these times are difficult, particularly having your 
children at home for extended periods of time. Hopefully, all our effort and sacrifices will be worth it 
when the virus is finally beaten and our lives can return to some sort of normality. 
 
I am so lucky to have such a dedicated and committed staff team who have continued to work hard for 
the benefit of all our children. For the past six weeks (including during the Easter holidays), teachers 
and teaching assistants have provided childcare for the children of key workers. In addition, our 
cleaning team has ensured that the school building is sanitised at the end of each day to keep the 
children and staff safe. It has to be acknowledged that all staff working in school during the pandemic 
are at risk. Nevertheless, they have continued to put the needs of our community first and I couldn’t be 
more proud. 
 
In addition, teaching staff have worked tirelessly in setting online tasks for all children from Nursery to 
Y6. They also check and respond to the children’s work. A sincere thank you to every parent who has 
supported their child with working at home. Your efforts are very much appreciated and will definitely 
help your child when he / she eventually returns to school. It has to be said that the proportion of 
children engaging with online learning is disappointingly low. We understand that there may be many 
different reasons for this. However, a reminder that all the children have been provided with the 
necessary passwords prior to the lockdown – if any parent is unsure about these or would like some 
advice on how to support their child at home, then please do not hesitate to contact school between 
9am – 3pm, Monday to Friday, on 01204 333036 or 01204 333037. A member of staff will be manning 
the office during these times. If you have difficulties with internet access and would like to collect some 
‘paper’ work from school on a weekly basis, then again, please let us know. As yet, we have no idea 
how long school will be closed to most pupils. If a child has done very little learning during the 

lockdown period, then they will find getting back into a routine of learning very difficult. I would urge 
every parent to encourage their child to complete at least one task per day to keep their minds active. 
Mrs Ritchie has put together some useful ideas to help with routines at home which can be found on 
our Facebook page. Again, if you require advice or support in this area, please do not hesitate to 
contact school. 
 
I would also like to thank Mrs Stanley, our Kitchen Manager, for all her hard work in providing packed 
lunches for children eligible for Free School Meals. Again, the take up for these has been low. If you are 
entitled to Free School Meals, then please ring school each morning to place your order. Packed 
lunches will need to be collected at around twelve noon – a bit of exercise to break up the day! Please 
note, this does not apply to children in Reception, Y1 or Y2 who receive free meals as part of the 
universal offer. Some families have enquired about whether or not they can receive vouchers. At the 
beginning of the lockdown, schools were advised to provide meals if possible – St. Ethelbert’s is able to 
do this because of Mrs Stanley. 
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As you will be aware from the daily government briefings, there is still no indication of when schools will 
open for the majority of children. Whatever the outcome, we will have to be guided by the Government 
and Local Authority. It is highly likely that it will be a phased approach as social distancing will have to 
be followed. What form this will take is still unknown – it may be that certain year groups come in first. 
We may be advised to take in pupils from certain groups across different age ranges. It is possible that 
pupils will be taught on a part time basis. As soon as I know more, I will let you know. However, 
parents need to prepare themselves for the fact that some children may not receive any face to 
face teaching for a longer period of time. That is why it is so important that the children engage in 
some sort of learning while they are at home – even 10-15 minutes of reading each day will be 
invaluable.  
 
Finally, I would like to thank Miss Murphy for putting together the beautiful videos which can be viewed 
on our Facebook page. In these difficult times, it has been a real boost to see our school community 
coming together. Some of the videos (e.g. clapping for key workers; St. George’s Day crafts) have been 
tasks from our online learning provision, so please get involved if you can. 
 
Please let your children know that we are really missing them and we can’t wait until we get back to 
normal and can all be together again. I hope that you all keep safe and well. 
 
With best wishes, 
 

 
 
M. Messham 
Head Teacher 

 

 


