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15th June 2020 

 
Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
I hope you and your families are keeping safe and well. I would just like to give you all an update on the 
current arrangements in school and the plan going forward. 
 
First of all, I would like to pay tribute to our fantastic staff team who have worked so hard to get our 
school ready for the wider opening for Nursery, Reception, Y1 and Y6 pupils. Last week, our first with 
pupils other than Key Worker children, was extremely successful – staff, children and parents felt safe 
and it was wonderful to see teaching and learning in action once more. Thank you to all those parents 
who followed our new systems of staggered arrivals and departures, our one-way system etc. – this 
helped everything to run smoothly. 
 
Last week, the Government abandoned plans for schools to open for pupils from Years 2, 3, 4 and 5 for 
the last month of the academic year. However, they have since stated that “primary schools can allow 
pupils of all ages to return before the summer, if they have the necessary space and number of 
teachers needed to keep children in groups of less than 16.”  
Unfortunately, St. Ethelbert’s has neither of those things. Under the current social distancing guidelines, 
we are only able to fit five children in a classroom; we also have five members of staff who still have to 
work from home. Therefore, we will not be opening for Years 2, 3, 4 or 5 until September. 
Hopefully by then, school organisation will be back to normal, allowing all of our children to return as 
planned in their new year groups. However, the future is still unknown, not only with regards to infection 
rates, but also with the nature of any Government guidelines for schools. Let us hope and pray that the 
outlook is more positive by then. 
 
School has been open every week day since the lockdown started, including during the Easter break, 
half term and the Bank Holidays, as staff have manned provision for children of Key Workers. 
Unfortunately, this provision will end on Wednesday 15th July. The Government has already stated 

that schools will not be expected to open during the Summer holidays. St. Ethelbert’s would not have 
been able to open anyway, due to some internal structural building work which will be undertaken in 
July and August. For health and safety reasons, we could not have had children on site; neither can the 
works be postponed. I thought it would be helpful to give Key Worker parents as much notice as 
possible so that they can make alternative childcare arrangements. 
 
Please note that lessons for Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 children will also come to an end 
on Wednesday 15th July so that the school can be prepared for the building work. 

 
Thank you for your ongoing support and understanding during these difficult times. 
Keep yourselves safe. 
 
Kind regards, 

 
M. Messham 
Headteacher 


