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9th December 2020 

Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
Yesterday, the Department for Education advised that schools should consider closing a day early at the end of this term. This 
is to allow for a longer window between the last day of face to face teaching and Christmas Eve, which will have an impact on 
contact tracing over the holiday period. 
 
Since September, St. Ethelbert’s has always carefully considered national and local guidance in order that all members of our 
community are kept safe. Therefore, school will close on Thursday 17th December at the normal finishing times: 
 

• Nursery, Y1 & Y2 – 3pm 

• Y3 & Y4 – 3.10pm 

• Reception – 3.15pm 

• Y5 & Y6 – 3.20pm 
 
Friday 18th December will now be an online staff training day. In order that our children do not miss any education, a training 
day scheduled for Thursday 1st April will not take place, meaning that the school will now be open for our children on that day. 
Our Easter break will now be one week and one day. An updated holiday calendar will be put onto our website by tomorrow for 
your information. The following guidance has been produced by the government for school staff and parents: 
 
We recommend all schools ensure staff, parents and carers are aware of the following information and relevant 
arrangements regarding positive cases in the holidays: 

• Where a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed symptoms more 

than 48 hours since being in school, the school should not be contacted. Parents and carers should follow 

contact tracing instructions provided by NHS Test and Trace. 

• For the first 6 days after teaching ends, if a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), 

having developed symptoms within 48 hours of being in school, the school is asked to assist in identifying 

close contacts and advising self-isolation, as the individual may have been infectious whilst in school. 

•  School staff are not asked to remain on-call or conduct any contact tracing more than 6 days after the final 

day of teaching. Where a schools last teaching day is on Thursday 17 December, there should be no pupil 

contact tracing asks beyond Wednesday 23 December. 

 
I apologise for any inconvenience caused by this closure; government announcements seem to arrive at the last minute, 
meaning that schools have to put things into place very quickly. The main thing is that our children and staff are kept safe so 
that families do not have to self-isolate over the Christmas break. As usual, if anyone in your household develops 
symptoms, DO NOT send your child to school until a negative test has been received.  We all need to work together to 
ensure that we have no further bubble closures. 
 
Thank you for your continued understanding and cooperation. 

Yours faithfully, 

 
M. Messham 
Headteacher 
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